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Welcome to Santorini!
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1. Introduction to Santorini

Overview

Santorini, an island in the Aegean Sea, is famous for its stunning sunsets, white-washed
buildings, blue-domed churches, and vibrant culture. It is one of the most iconic and
picturesque destinations in the world.

History

Santorini's history is rich and diverse, with influences from ancient Minoan civilization,
Byzantine rule, and Venetian control. The island's unique landscape is a result of a volcanic
eruption that occurred around 1600 BCE.

2. Getting Around

Transportation Options

e Public Buses: The KTEL bus service is reliable and affordable, connecting most parts
of the island.

o Taxis: Taxis are available at any time as well as private transfer vehicles.

e Car/Scooter Rentals: Renting a car or scooter provides the freedom to explore the
island at your own pace. Driving is on the right side of the road.

e ATVs: Popular among tourists, ATVs offer a fun way to get around, especially for
short distances.
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Important Tips
e Parking: Parking can be challenging in popular areas like Fira and Oia. Look for
designated parking spots.

o Safety: Always wear helmets when riding scooters or ATVs. Drive carefully on
narrow, winding roads.

3. Top Attractions
Fira

The island’s bustling capital, Fira, offers stunning views of the caldera, charming shops, and
lively nightlife.

Oia

Oia is renowned for its breathtaking sunsets, scenic pathways, and traditional architecture.
It’s a must-visit for photographers and romantics alike.

Akrotiri Archaeological Site

An ancient Minoan city preserved in volcanic ash, offering a fascinating glimpse into
Santorini’s prehistoric past.

Ancient Thera

Located on a ridge of the Mesa Vouno mountain, Ancient Thera features ruins from various
historical periods, including Hellenistic, Roman, and Byzantine.

Red Beach

Famous for its unique red sand and cliffs, this beach offers a striking contrast to the usual
white and blue palette of the island.
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4. Beaches

Kamari Beach

A popular beach with black sand, water sports, and a lively promenade with restaurants and
bars.

Perissa Beach

Another black sand beach, known for its clear waters and relaxed atmosphere. Ideal for
swimming and sunbathing.

Amoudi Bay

A charming spot located below Oia, perfect for a refreshing swim and enjoying fresh
seafood at the local tavernas.

Vlychada Beach

Known for its lunar-like landscape, Vlychada is less crowded and ideal for those seeking
tranquility.

5. Dining & Nightlife
Traditional Cuisine
Santorini's cuisine is a delightful blend of Mediterranean flavours, featuring fresh, locally
sourced ingredients. The island's volcanic soil and unique climate contribute to the distinct
taste of its produce.

e Fava: A creamy yellow split pea dip, usually served with onions and olive oil.

o Tomatokeftedes: Tomato fritters made with Santorini's unique cherry tomatoes.
o Seafood: Freshly caught seafood is a staple, often grilled or served in stews.

Dining Experience
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Santorini offers a range of dining experiences, from casual seaside tavernas to upscale
gourmet restaurants. Many eateries provide stunning views of the caldera or the Aegean
Sea, enhancing the dining experience.

e Tavernas: Traditional Greek tavernas are abundant and offer a cozy, familial
atmosphere with authentic dishes.

e Seaside Restaurants: Ideal for enjoying fresh seafood while taking in the island's
beautiful coastal views.

o Fine Dining: For a more luxurious experience, Santorini boasts several high-end
restaurants that focus on innovative cuisine and exceptional service.

Nightlife Culture

Santorini’s nightlife is as diverse as its daytime activities, catering to a wide range of tastes
and preferences. From lively clubs to serene sunset bars, there’s something for everyone.

Vibrant Nightlife

o Nightclubs: Fira, the island’s capital, is the hub of nightlife activity, featuring
numerous clubs where you can dance until dawn. These venues often play a mix of
international hits and Greek music, creating a lively and energetic atmosphere.

e Beach Bars: Along the beaches, you'll find vibrant bars that transition from relaxing
daytime spots to lively nighttime venues with music and dancing.

Relaxed Evening Options

e Sunset Bars: For a more laid-back evening, head to one of the many bars offering
spectacular sunset views. These spots are perfect for sipping cocktails while
watching the sun dip below the horizon.

e Lounges: Scattered throughout the island, lounges offer a more intimate and relaxed
setting, often with live music or DJs playing softer tunes.

Dining & Nightlife Etiquette

o Dress Code: While casual attire is acceptable in most places, upscale restaurants and
nightclubs may require more formal dress.

e Reservations: It’s advisable to make reservations for dinner, especially during the
peak tourist season, to ensure you get a table with the best views.

o Tipping: Tipping is customary in Santorini. Leaving a 5-10% tip in restaurants and
cafes is appreciated.
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Wine Tradition and Wineries

Santorini has a rich wine-making tradition that dates back thousands of years, thanks to its
unique volcanic soil and favourable climate. The island is especially known for its white
wines, particularly those made from the Assyrtiko grape.

Notable Wineries

e Santo Wines: Located in Pyrgos, Santo Wines offers breathtaking caldera views and
guided tours of their modern winery. Their wine-tasting sessions feature a variety of
wines, including the famous Vinsanto, a sweet dessert wine.

e Gaia Wines: Situated on the beachfront between Kamari and Monolithos, Gaia
Wines provides an intimate experience with tours and tastings in their renovated
stone winery.

¢ Domaine Sigalas: Near Qia, this winery is renowned for its high-quality wines and
offers tours and tastings in a serene vineyard setting.

¢ Artemis Karamolegos: In Exo Gonia, this winery combines tradition with innovation,
offering a great range of wines and a delightful tasting experience.

¢ Venetsanos Winery: Perched above the port of Athinios, Venetsanos Winery not
only offers exceptional wines but also an intriguing history as the first industrial
winery on the island.

Wine Tours

e Many companies offer organized wine tours that include visits to several wineries,
tastings, and sometimes meals. These tours are a great way to explore Santorini's
wine culture and sample a variety of local wines.

Local Wine Varieties

e Assyrtiko: A dry, full-bodied white wine with high acidity, often noted for its mineral
flavors.

¢ Nykteri: Traditionally harvested at night to preserve the grapes' freshness, this wine
is a blend of Assyrtiko and other local varieties, known for its complex and rich taste.

¢ Vinsanto: A sweet dessert wine made from sun-dried grapes, offering flavors of
dried fruit, nuts, and honey.
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6. Local Tips
Language
Greek is the official language, but English is widely spoken in tourist areas.
Currency

The currency is the Euro (€). Credit cards are widely accepted, but it’s advisable to carry
some cash for smaller establishments.

Best Time to Visit
The best time to visit Santorini is from early April to early November, with July and August

being the peak tourist months. For a quieter experience, consider visiting in May or
September.

Cultural Etiquette

e Dress Modestly: When visiting churches or monasteries.
e Tipping: It's customary to leave a 5-10% tip in restaurants and cafes.

7. Emergency Contacts

o Emergency Services: 112 (General Emergency)

e Police: 100

e Fire Department: 199

¢ Maedical Services: Santorini Hospital, located in Fira, Phone: +30 22860 35300
¢ Pharmacy: There are several pharmacies in Fira and other major towns.

We hope you have a wonderful stay in Santorini! Enjoy the breathtaking views, delicious
cuisine, and rich culture this island paradise has to offer.

If you have any questions or need further assistance, please don’t hesitate to contact us.

Safe travels!



